Pope Pius XI
A thing that caused much comment about this encyclical
was his statement that it was unwise and wrong for
European missionaries in China and elsewhere to go back
in times of national crises to fight for their own countries.
After all, Christ had said that if anybody wished to follow
him they must give up their homes and their families, and
that applied also to their countries. It was their job to
stay amongst the Chinese and other peoples whom they
were trying to convert, for their work was more important
there and was still unfinished. Indeed, many missions have
had to be abandonee! as a result of missionaries going back
to fight in the Great War*
He made some other striking statements, such as that "the
peoples who inhabit the remote regions of the East and the
South can hold their own easily with the European races."
He added: "One ought not to permit that native priests be
regarded as it were as of an inferior grade and accordingly
used only for the most simple offices of the ministry, as if
they had not been ordained with the same priesthood as
the missioners, or as if they were not taking part in the
self-same apostolate". "Nay", lie continued, "show them
the preference as being the ones who shall one day govern
Churches, founded with your sweat and labours, and the
future Catholic communities/1
He laid further stress on the fact so noticeable in the
Far East that the oriental Christian prefers greatly the
contemplative orders to the ordinary life of $ecular
priesthood. One has only to look at the success of the
Trappist monks in Pekin, and in Hokkaido in Japan, and
also in India, to realise that that is the side of Christianity
that most appeals to the oriental.
He appealed in his encyclical for the assistance of